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Abstract 
At the end of the 20th century, serious questions began to be asked about conventional 
narratives describing overseas settlement in the archaic Mediterranean and Black seas; wherein 
an oikist, armed with oracular approval and compelled by crisis in the metropolis, gathered 
together a group of settlers and set off to found a new polis. On arrival the previous inhabitants 
were expelled and the oikist set about ordering the community; dividing up land, building new 
homes for the gods and establishing law and order. After his death he was interred in the agora 
and a cult was instituted in his honour creating a unique identity for his foundation. Illusions 
to this practice have been posited in texts as early as the Odyssey and envisioned at sites such 
as Cyrene and Paestum. However, there are several problems with this scheme, particularly in 
relation to the Black Sea. Can we see evidence of these practices in the archaeological record? 
Was the establishment of these communities synchronic or diachronic? This paper will address 
these questions using several case studies from the Black sea to provide an archaeological 
critique of this model of overseas settlement. 
 
The traditional model of Greek overseas settlement,1 termed ‘historical–positivist’ by Jonathan 
Hall,2 suggests that foundations followed a prescribed process (fig. 1a).3 This began with the 
designation of an oikist, a para–religious figure imbued with authority by an Apollonine 
oracle.4 On arrival at the site, the oikist would plan the settlement, allotting land to the settlers5 
and setting aside space for temples and religious activity.6 The process of foundation would 
end with the death and heroisation of the oikist who would be buried in the agora and would 
                                                          
1 The terminology of ‘colonies’ and ‘colonisation’ has come under sustained criticism in the 
last quarter century c.f. Finley 1976; the essays in Hurst and Owen 2005. Franco de Angelis 
(2010, 21), seeking to utilise ancient definitions, coins the neologisms ‘apoikiazation’ and 
‘kleroukhiazation’, but these face equal problems of anachronism. See also Tsetskhladze and 
Hargrave 2011, 163 who argue that the normalisation of the traditional terminology must, for 
the moment, be considered adequate. Here we use the more neutral term ‘settlement’. 
2 Hall 2008, 384–7. 
3 According to Irad Malkin (1987, 1) religion provided “a concrete and symbolic framework” 
for overseas settlement. See also Gwynn 1918; Graham 1964; Adam–Veleni 2014. 
4 For the traditional view see Curtius 1869; Gwynn 1918; Forrest 1957; Malkin 1987, 1989; 
Psalti 2014. However, the role of Delphi in 8th and 7th century BC foundation has come 
under sustained criticism and it is difficult to point to any genuine foundation oracles from 
this period c.f. Londey 1985. It has been suggested that Milesian settlements were more 
likely sanctioned by the oracle of Branchidai–Didyma. Greaves 2007, 18–9. 
5 Hom. Od. 6.1. 
6 Malkin 1987, 2. 
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receive cultic honours, officially instituting the foundation’s first unique communal cult and 
ascribing to it the status of independent polis.7 
This model has been significantly questioned since the end of the last century. Critical 
analysis has focused primarily on the difficulty in reconciling the relative chronological 
disparity between the literary and archaeological evidence, and the use of literary topoi within 
the literary tradition.8  Nevertheless, we must agree with Irad Malkin, the greatest modern 
proponent of the ‘historical–positivist’ approach, who while welcoming new critical 
approaches, still believes the burden of proof lies with his critics who have yet to produce a 
systematic refutation.9 Due to considerations of space we are unfortunately unable to undertake 
as comprehensive a study as the question surely demands. We merely seek to provide an 
archaeologically based critique of ‘historical–positivism’, using a number of Black Sea 
settlements as case studies to determine whether these processes can be recognised in the 
material evidence. By and large the data that has been used to construct the normative model 
has come from western Mediterranean settlements, principally those of Magna Graecia10 and 
Cyrene, the latter providing the most complete surviving example of a foundation narrative.11 
It remains uncertain whether literary and archaeological evidence pertaining to Aegean and 
Western Mediterranean settlement can shed any light on the communities of the Black Sea, for 
which there is a dearth of literary evidence.12 
 Fig. 1 
Our choice of case studies has been principally determined by availability of published 
archaeological evidence. While we have attempted to represent a wide range of regions, 
unfortunately the poor state of remains or existence of modern settlements limit this kind of 
analysis at many important sites such as Sinope or the Colchian settlements. Thus, we are 
restricted to the western and northern Black Sea coasts. Nevertheless, we hope to present a 
                                                          
7 Malkin 1987, 261–6. 
8 Dougherty 1993; Osborne 1996 (2009), 8–16; 1999; Yntema 2011. 
9 Malkin 2016, 33. For lengthy treatments of the epigraphy and institutions of Milesian Black 
sea settlements see Ehrhardt 1988 and Nawotka 2014 respectively. Herda (2016) provides an 
account from the ‘historical–positivist’ perspective. 
10 Malkin (2002) cites evidence of regularised planning from Megara Hyblea to support his 
case archaeologically. 
11 ML. 5; Pind. Pyth. 4, 5; Hdt. 4.150–9. For analysis see Calame 2003; Hall 2007, 104–10. 
12 Compare the nearly 100 instances of narratives naming oikists cited by Hall (2008, 389) for 
Italy and Sicily with just 5 for the Milesian settlements of the Black Sea. Apollonia: see 




broad enough range to draw some tentative conclusions on the applicability of the ‘historical–
positivist’ model for the Greek settlements of the Black Sea.13  
The sites chosen for discussion have all been identified as Milesian foundations.14 We 
have chosen to restrict our investigation to Milesian settlements to create defined parameters 
of analysis and provide an opportunity to uncover commonalities across time and space. We 
will explore four key archaeological features: domestic dwellings, religious architecture, 
necropoleis and defensive architecture. This list does not present an exhaustive analysis of the 
potential features relating to the ‘historical–positivist’ model, it is however intended to 
highlight some key elements pertaining to the settlement of these communities and, for most 
of our chosen examples, the majority of these elements can be positively identified and dated. 
 
Istria 
The settlement of Istria, on the banks Lake Sinoe in modern Romania,15 is generally thought to 
be the earliest Greek settlement on the western Black sea coast.16 We have no literary evidence 
recounting the foundation of Istria though according to Herodotus its metropolis was Miletos.17 
The earliest domestic architecture comes in the form of an above–ground dwelling from the 
turn of the 7th century BC discovered in Sector X.18 Subterranean dug–out dwellings do not 
appear until the first third of the 6th century BC.19 The zonee sacre of Istria seems to have 
originally been adorned with wooden temples and votive pits dedicated to Apollo Iatros and 
Aphrodite, though these can be identified only through limited deposits and terracotta 
fragments.20 The first stone temple, dedicated to Apollo Iatros was constructed around the 
beginning of the third quarter 6th century BC, with structures dedicated to Zeus and Aphrodite 
                                                          
13 For earlier approaches to Black Sea settlement cf. Bilabel 1920, Roebuck 1959. 
14 Literary identifications as Milesian are as follows: Istria: Hdt 2.33; Apollonia: Ps.–Skymn 
730–33; Panticapaion: Strab. 7.4.4. The remaining sites discussed can be identified through 
the presence of Milesian Wild Goat style ceramics (below) or epigraphic material, c.f. 
Ehrhardt 1988 and Nawotka 2014. 
15 Originally Istria was situated on the open sea. Romanescu 2014. 
16 Eus. Chr. 95b (Helm) dates its foundation to 657 BC, thought the earliest Greek material 
discovered, fragments of Middle Wild Goat II pottery suggests a date nearer the last third of 
the 7th century BC. Avram 2003, 282.  
17 Hdt. 2.33. Attempts to reconstruct the circumstances of Istria’s foundation through 
iconographical analysis remain, in our view, too speculative. E.g. Petre 2014a, 2014b. 
18 Timofan 2010: 356–7, Donnellan 2004–5, 215. 
19 Isaac 1986, 272; Timofan 2010, 356. 
20 Zimmerman 1990, 228. 
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following soon after.21 Around this time the first defensive wall was also erected and we begin 
to see the first burials in the necropolis.22 
Orgame 
Situated on Cape Dolojman,23 some 25km north of Istria, Orgame seems to have been settled 
sometime between the second half and the last third of the 7th century BC.24 At the necropolis, 
a tumulus (Tomb A–95) synchronous with the settlements establishment was identified by its 
excavator as that of the oikist due to the evidence for sustained cult activity from the moment 
of its construction.25 Domestic architecture in the initial phase of the settlements life is limited 
to a single above–ground structure, dated around the second quarter of the 6th century BC.26  
Berezan 
The island27 of Berezan, settled in the end of the 7th century BC at the mouth of the Dneiper–
Bug estuary, is probably the earliest Greek settlement in the northern Black Sea.28 In its early 
stages domestic architecture was represented by a profusion of dug–outs and semi dug–outs, 
supplanted around the middle of the 6th century BC by above–ground stone architecture.29 
Almost simultaneously a small temple dedicated to Aphrodite appears at the site, the earliest 
                                                          
21 Avram 2003, 319–20; Avram et al. 2007, 241–2. 
22 Krebs (1997, 59) suggests that the placement of tumuli along the roads radiating out of 
Istria, along with the apparent presence of regular allotments is evidence of a system of land 
organisation dating back to the founding of the settlement. However, according to Lieve 
Donnellan (2004–5, 204–5) the earliest burials at Istria can be dated no earlier than the 
middle of the 6th century and thus we have to presume, barring the discovery of earlier 
internments, that this system of allotments only predated the establishment of the necropolis 
by a short period i.e. in the middle of the 6th century BC. 
23 It is now believed that Orgame was located on a lagoon from its inception. Baralis and 
Lungu 2015, 374. 
24 Its identification is based on a fragment of Hecataeus (FGrH 1.28). See Lungu 2003 for 
etymology. For the earliest ceramic evidence, some fragments of East Greek Orientalising 
ware dated 640–630 BC, see Vachtina 2007, 34. 
25 Lungu 2000–1; 2002; 2017.  
26 Rogobete 2012, 182. The presence of a hearth supports the assertion that this was a 
domestic structure. 
27 In antiquity Berezan Island was a peninsula. Solovyov 1999, 12–3. 
28 Middle Wild Goat I pottery is used to arrive at this dating. Boardman 1998, 201; Solovyov 
2007, 532; Bouzek 2013, 19. 
29 Solovyov 1999, 38; Chistov 2016, 7. 
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yet discovered.30 While we have a small number of graves dating to the earliest period of 
settlement, it has been observed that the archaic necropolis has likely been lost due to erosion.31 
Apollonia 
Apollonia seems to have covered much of the area of the old town of modern Sozopol, 
particularly the Skamni peninsula and St. Kirik island.32 It is the earliest settlement for which 
the literary record affords us a named oikist, the philosopher Anaximander of Miletos.33 
Despite the presence of the modern city, Apollonia has been extensively investigated. As with 
other Pontic settlements, dug–out architecture appears first, in this case at the beginning of the 
6th century BC,34 with above–ground dwellings appearing in the mid–6th century BC.35 In 
2009 excavations uncovered the temple of Apollonia’s eponymous deity, Apollo Iatros, on St. 
Kirik, which seems to have been instituted in the second half of the 6th century BC.36 The 
earliest funerary remains, dated to the second quarter the 6th century BC, were discovered in 
2012 in the southern part of the peninsula.37 
Panticapaeum 
Panticapaeum was founded around the turn of the 6th century BC.38 In antiquity it was thought 
to have had a mythical founder, one of the sons of Aietes of Colchis, in connection with the 
pursuit of Medea and Jason following the removal of the golden fleece.39 Panticapaeum 
demonstrates the development from dug–outs in the first half of the 6th century BC to above–
                                                          
30 Kryzitsky et al.. 2003, 469; Nazarov 2007, 546; Kryzitsky 2009, 13–4. 
31 Solovyov 1999, 57–8; 2003, 532. 
32 According to Pseudo Skymnos (728–33) Apollonia was founded in 610 BC.  The earliest 
material evidence uncovered, a Wild Goat Oinochoe, roughly supports this assertion. Hind 
1983–84, 72; Panayotova 1998, 97; Lazarov 1998, 87; Nedev & Panayotova 2003, 99.  
33 Ael. VH. 3.17. While this is usually dismissed using reference to Anaximander’s alleged 
floruit of 547 BC (Diog. Laert. 2.2; Avram et al. 2004, 931), it is not necessarily implausible. 
As we can see (fig. 1) evidence for urbanisation at Apollonia begins to appear around the 
second half of the 6th century BC; only if we strictly follow the ‘historical–positivist’ model 
is the arrival of an oikist to an established settlement problematic, a point we shall return to in 
our discussion. 
34 Panayotova 2014, 47. 
35 Baralis et al. 2014, 156. 
36 Panayotova 2014, 48. 
37 Baralis et al. 2014, 156 
38 Tolstikov 2003, 715; Treister 2007, 571.  
39 Steph. Byz. s.v. 
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ground domestic architecture in the second half.40 Panticapaeum’s earliest temple, constructed 
around the middle of the 6th century BC and identified through terracotta fragments and 
dedications, was dedicated to Ephesian Artemis.41 The earliest burials in the cities necropolis 
likewise appear around this time.42 Panticapaeum seems to have been without significant 
defensive architecture until the second quarter of the 5th century BC, possibly in connection 
with the wider changes that gave rise to the Bosporan state.43 
Olbia 
Olbia Pontica was established on the Bug river, northeast of Berezan. The earliest ceramic 
material from the site points to settlement sometime around the beginning of the 6th century 
BC.44 Archaeologists have uncovered dug–outs from the cities earliest phases, though above–
ground structures have not been identified before the end of the century.45 Like Apollonia and 
Istria, the first temple, built in the first half of the 6th century BC, seems to have been dedicated 
to Apollo Iatros.46 A necropolis has also been identified from the middle of the 6th century 
BC,47 but it is not until the middle of the 5th century BC that we can detect defensive 
structures.48 An alleged foundation oracle for Olbia, the so–called ‘Berezan Bone Tablet’, 
refers to the Milesian oracle at Didyma.49 Yet the difficulty of the text and its lack of 
provenance make interpretation extremely difficult and it is possible that it represents some 
sort of magical text or token, perhaps relating to an Orphic or Hebdomadic cult.50 
Myrmekeion 
On the west bank of the Cimmerian Bosporus, Myrmekeion seems to have been established 
sometime around 570 BC.51 Subterranean dwellings have been recovered beginning around the 
                                                          
40 Tsetskhladze 1997, 46; Treister 2002, 152; 2007: 569; Tolstikov 2003, 715–6; Balena 
2013, 68. 
41 Tsetskhladze 1997, 46. 
42 Treister 2007, 575. 
43 Treister 2007, 569. 
44 Middle Wild Goat II. Boardman 1998, 201; Bujskikh 2007, 502 
45 Tsetskhladze 1998, 22; Kryzhytskyy et al.. 2003, 428–9. 
46 Kryzhytskyy et al. 2003, 399; Bujskikh 2007, 504. 
47 Kryzhytskyy et al. 2003, 444; Treister 2007, 575; Peterson 2010, 62. 
48 Kryzhytskyy et al. 2003, 400, 414. 
49 SEG 58 756; Dubois 1996, 146–155 no 93. Burkert 1994; Rusyaeva 1986 and Herda 2016, 
17–20 all identify the text as oracular. 
50 Onyshkevych 2002; Penkova 2003. We offer an alternative explanation below, see 
‘discussion’. 
51 Tsetskhladze 1997: 62, Vinogradov et al. 2003, 805, Butyagin 2007, 22; 2011, 30. 
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middle of the century, supplanted by above–ground buildings towards the end of the century.52 
A temple dedicated to Apollo Iatros, has been discovered, similarly dating to the end of the 6th 
century BC.53 Myrmekeion seems to have been fortified early on, possibly as early as the 
middle of the 6th century BC.54 Funerary remains dating to the end of the century have also 
been uncovered.55 
Tyritake 
Just over 10 km to the southwest of Mymerkeion another settlement was established at roughly 
the same time.56 Nevertheless, we can detect traces of habitation at Tyritake slightly earlier, 
here subterranean dwellings begin shortly before the middle of the 6th century BC, with above–
ground structures dating to the final third of that century.57 The other significant remains, for 
our purposes, consist of a defensive wall constructed between the end of the 6th century BC 
and the beginning of the 5th.58 
Nymphaion 
Nymphaion, lying to the south of Tyritake on the Cimmerian Bosporus, was established 
towards the end of the first half of the 6th century BC.59 Shortly after this time there is evidence 
to suggest the inhabitants were living in dug–out dwellings.60 Above–ground domestic 
architecture makes its appearance at the site in the last quarter of the 6th century.61 A mid–6th 
century BC temple of Demeter,62 and necropolis have also been discovered.63 The walls of 
Nymphaion can be dated to the first third of the following century.64 
Kerkinitis 
                                                          
52 Vinogradov et al. 2003, 807–10); Butyagin 2007, 23; Zinko & Zinko 2015, 111–2. 
53 Butyagin 2007, 25. 
54 Vinogradov et al. 2003, 807; Butyagin 2007, 23. 
55 Vinogradov et al. 2003, 809–10. 
56 Zinko 2007, 827; 2014, 51. 
57 Zinko 2007, 827; 2014, 51–4. 
58 Zinko 2007, 828–9; 2014: 50, 58. 
59 Peterson 2010, 201. 
60 Scholl and Zin'ko 1999, 23; Butyagin and Solovyov 2001, 263; Sokolova 2003, 766. 
61 Sokolova 2003, 766. 
62 Scholl and Zin'ko 1999, 23; Sokolova 2003, 766. 
63 Peterson 2010, 208. 
64 Tolstikov 1997, 209. 
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Kerkinitis, established in the mid–6th century, is situated under the modern city of Yevpatoria 
on the western coast of the Crimea.65 The last quarter of the 6th century BC sees our earliest 
evidence for dug–out architecture, while above–ground stone buildings make their appearance 
in the first third of the 5th century BC.66 Terracottas from a cult building have been identified 
dating from the beginning of the 5th century BC though the precise nature of this edifice has 
alluded researchers.67 The first third of the 5th century BC also sees our earliest evidence for 
defensive installations68 and the city’s necropolis.69 
Nikonion 
Nikonion was settled on the northern bank of the Dneister estuary around the middle of the 6th 
century BC.70 Dug–out structures can be identified towards the end of the century,71 and above–
ground structures appear in the first third of the 5th century BC.72 The earliest discovered 
religious material at Nikonion was dedicated to Demeter around the time of the settlement’s 
inception.73 The city seems to have been fortified in the middle of the 5th century BC.74 
Fig. 2 
Discussion 
Overall, we can see that the case studies discussed display a number of similarities. All 
contained evidence for dug–out or semi dug–out architecture, with the exceptions of Istria and 
Orgame,75 which seems to have been the preferred form of dwelling in the earliest 
manifestations of the settlements.76  Between thirty and seventy years later, the settlements 
begin to show the first traces of above–ground domestic architecture (fig. 1). Broadly speaking, 
                                                          
65 Kutaisov 2003, 566. 
66 Vnukov 2001, 153; Kutaisov 2003, 575. 
67 Kutaisov 2003, 576. 
68 Kutaisov 2003, 567. 
69 Peterson 2010, 129. 
70 Sekerskaya 2007, 480. 
71 Vinogradov et al. 2003, 807–8; Butyagin 2007, 23; Zinko & Zinko 2015, 112. 
72 Sekerskaya 2007, 491; 2011, 74; Mielczarek 2016, 84. 
73 Sekerskaya 2007, 481; 2011, 74. 
74 Sekerskaya 2007, 488–9; 2011, 79. 
75 At Istria, the Archaic levels have only been systematically excavated in the zonee sacree 
area, it is possible that dug–outs exist in other sections of the site awaiting excavation. 
76 See Tsetskhladze 2004 for a discussion of domestic architecture in the northern Pontic 
settlements. Kuznetsov (2002) argues that these structures were not dwellings in and of 
themselves but merely the basements of above ground edifices whose foundations had been 
removed when they were filled in. 
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around this time we also see traces of the beginnings of religious architecture. Defensive works 
seem to arrive later, in some cases not until the 5th century BC, though this has recently been 
challenged by the discovery of walls and ditches at some smaller rural sites in the Crimea.77 
There is little uniformity in the dates of the earliest burials across our case studies, it seems 
very likely that burials began not long after establishment such as we find at Apollonia. Yet, 
environmental factors and the vagaries of survival and excavation mean that the earliest 
necropoleis frequently remain unexcavated, therefore no definitive conclusions should be 
drawn regarding their chronology. Overall, the urbanisation of these sites took place over 
extended periods of time, leaving little room to imagine a single individual oikist as progenitor. 
Given that certain features such as above–ground dwellings and religious architecture can 
generally be dated within a couple of decades of one another it is possible that the figure of the 
oikist, rather than creating the settlement ex nihilo on a virgin site, arrived later in the 
community’s history, reorganising it as a more recognisable polis.78 
The potential late arrival of the oikist necessitates a reinterpretation of the role of 
oracular sanctuaries, such as Didyma, in the process of foundation. We have already questioned 
whether the ‘Berezan Bone Tablet’ is indeed a genuine foundation oracle. Nevertheless, if we 
are to suppose for a moment that it is, then it may better fit within a model of ex post facto 
foundation where an oracle for the future health of the community could be obtained.79 This 
would represent a more likely explanation for the text than if we are to imagine it was provided 
prior to the beginning of the settlement. It is also worth noting that Berezan had already been 
in existence near Olbia for at least a generation and, despite referring to Olbia, the tablet was 
apparently uncovered there. Thus, we might very tentatively venture that an oikist from 
Berezan could have obtained the oracle from Didyma and left it on the island before founding 
Olbia further up the Bug river. This, however, is entirely speculative. 
Only three of our sites, namely Orgame, Apollonia and Panticapaeum; provide any 
evidence for the presence of an oikist. It is reasonable to believe that the occupant of tomb TA–
95 at Orgame was worshipped as a hero throughout the settlements existence and we must infer 
that this was a figure of some importance during their lifetime. That it is located in the 
necropolis and not the agora, as the ‘historical–positivist’ model would have, should not 
necessarily preclude us from identifying it with the community’s founder. This suggests 
flexibility in the features of settlement prescribed by the ‘historical–positivist’ model; it is quite 
                                                          
77 Tsetskhladze 2015, 32. 
78 See Tsetskhladze 2009 for the role of overseas settlement in the institution of the polis. 
79 Burkert 1994. 
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possible that this figure was indeed the founder of Orgame, yet the fact that we know little 
about their cult besides evidence for offerings and the position of the tomb, suggests that the 
traditional model, based on literary accounts and the evidence of a single heroon in the agora 
of Cyrene, is too rigid to account for the historical realities of founder cult. At Apollonia, only 
later literary testimony provides us with the name of Anaximander and it is still uncertain 
whether we can accept this at face value or whether we might see it as a literary topoi deriving 
from a biographical tradition that sought to link a famous individual with the role of community 
founder.80 Furthermore, the nameless son of Aietes, said to have founded Panticapaeum, is 
clearly a mythological character, his story may incorporate historical elements such as the 
figure of the Scythian King Agaietes, but we must regard it as providing little evidence for a 
historical oikist or foundation.81  
It is clear that, in the majority of our case studies, it is almost impossible to detect 
archaeologically the chronology and features that we would expect to find following the 
‘historical–positivist’ model. The evidence does suggest the presence of some features such as 
the oikist and foundation oracles in isolated cases, but overall the balance seems to argue 
against systematic adherence to a rigid protocol for overseas settlement. Yet, there are evident 
congruences between the material remains that must be accounted for. Following fig. 1, around 
the middle of the 6th century BC we begin to see urbanisation at the majority of our sites. 
Religious architecture and above–ground dwellings appear at this time and new settlements are 
established. Scholarly opinion has tended to cast this as a result of Lydian pressure on Miletos 
in Anatolia, restricting its chora and the potential for growth inland.82 However, around this 
time the Achaemenid Persian Empire eclipsed the kingdom of Lydia and, according to 
Herodotus, Miletos entered into alliances with both, pre–empting the need for aggression 
against it.83 This suggests that if political events in Ionia did play some role in a migration – to 
what would have been up to this point fairly minor settlements of dug–out dwellings and varied 
small scale industrial activities84 – then they must be regarded as more complex that simply 
invasion and subjugation. Possibly the internal politics of Miletos encouraged those who 
                                                          
80 For a critique of ancient biographical traditions which touches upon philosophers see 
Kivilo 2010. 
81 Podosinov 2007, 102–3. 
82 Tsetskhladze 1994, 125–6; Malkin 2011, 174. 
83 Hdt. 1.22, 141. The Lydian treaty can be dated to around the beginning of the 6th century 
BC and the Persian to the Cyrus conquest of Lydia around 550 BC. 
84 For industrial activity at Apollonia see Baralis et al. 2016, 159–62. For Berezan see 
Solovyov 1999, 36. 
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opposed conciliation with Lydia or Persia to depart or opportunities were afforded for precisely 
because of the new geo–political climate. Alternatively, mid–6th century BC settlement may 
have come from other Anatolian poleis which did not strike an accord with Persia,85 Under this 
scheme, the presence of Milesian institutions presupposes that these existed before the 
substantial urbanisation of the settlements and were happily adopted by incoming non–
Milesians.86 
A number of alternative models have been proposed to account for the state of our 
evidence. Gocha Tsetskhladze has offered a four–stage model (fig. 1b) beginning with ‘Early 
and Precolonial Contacts’ consisting of irregular and periodic contacts between the peoples of 
the Black Sea and Greek traders and ‘explorers’, particularly in the eastern Pontus.87 This gives 
way to the first stage, namely the establishment of the earliest settlements at Sinope, Istria, 
Berezan, Apollonia etc. as ‘bases for future reconnaissance’.88 The second stage, prompted by 
Lydian aggression, included the settlement of the Crimea and Cimmerian Bosporus regions.89 
The third stage began in the second half of the 6th century BC and included the settlement of 
Colchis and the gradual filling in of other suitable sites around the Pontus and the hinterlands 
of existing settlements as well as moves towards urbanisation that we have already noted.90 
Alan Greaves has provided a similar model based on World Systems analysis (fig. 1c) where a 
precolonial ‘Information Network’ develops into a ‘Prestige Goods Network’ of settlement and 
trade, then a ‘Political–Military Network’ where cultural norms are formed between incomers 
and indigenes, and finally a ‘Bulk Goods Network’, notable for widespread trade and 
interconnection.91 The advantages of these models over the ‘historical–positivist’ are that they 
engage with the archaeological evidence over the long–term, in effect they account for 
settlement as a ‘process’ rather than an ‘event’.92 
 
Conclusion 
                                                          
85 Hdt. 1.162–77. 
86 Handberg 2013. 
87 Tsetskhladze 1994, 113. 
88 Tsetskhladze 1994, 125. 
89 Tsetskhladze 1994, 115–8, 125. 
90 Tsetskhladze 1994, 120–3. 
91 Greaves 2010, 168. 
92 This is a deliberate reversal of Malkin’s assertion ‘that the foundation of a colony was an 
event rather than a slow process.’ Malkin 2016, 34. 
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If we are to move forward in the study of Greek overseas settlement as a process, it is evident 
that we must proceed with caution. ‘Historical–positivist’ methodologies, while offering us a 
model by which Greeks of the classical period may have sought to conceptualise and 
understand overseas settlement, do not account for the material remains left by those settlers in 
the Black Sea. Domestic architecture, religion and defensive structures all developed over 
longer timescales than the traditional narratives allow. While we may see some features such 
as the figure of the oikist or foundation oracles in the material record, it is not nessecary to 
view them as a justification for the literary narrative as a fixed model. Alternative models, such 
as ‘World–Systems analysis’ or settlement in distinct stages, demonstrate that these features 
likely developed over an extended period. Small, possibly even seasonal settlements developed 
over one or two generations into recognisable poleis potentially through the enactment of the 
kind of procedures described in the literary testament and ‘historical–positivist’ narrative. 
There seems little reason to imagine an a priori establishment of a transplanted polis 
community on uninhabited land. It should also be borne in mind that we recognise aspects such 
as the oikist based on the details of the literary model and thus we must be cautious in deploying 
a circular reasoning. New methodologies and understandings are greatly enhancing our 
understanding of overseas settlement, and by subjected older text–based models to rigorous 
analysis it is possible for us to begin to understand the congruence of literary and archaeological 
evidence and create new narratives critically combining the two. 
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Fig 1. Models of Overseas Settlement. 
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Fig. 2 Chronology of urban features at selected settlements 
 
